Amid an abundance of studies on the first half of the twentieth century, Davide Rodogno's book stands out for two reasons: first its intrinsic quality, and second its interest, for it jointly addresses two topics of prime historical interest: the history of Fascism and Italy's military occupations.
Fascism continues to be much studied, especially in regard to Italy, and for indubitably good reasons: the Italians were both the protagonists and the victims of its history. Yet the international dimension of Fascism has been somewhat neglected, with the exception of some studies on foreign policy and the colonial empire.
The first merit of Rodogno's book is that it furnishes us with a more complete understanding of Fascism as regards both its ambitions and the realities of one of its essential dimensions, that of territorial expansion.
First, the ambitions. Numerous projects for the 'new order' were put forward by the Italian press and by the regime's propaganda in 1941, the year when hopes were highest that Italy's 'historic mission' was soon to be accomplished. These projects -whose content, it must be said, was vaguereferred to the empire then being built, an empire which once again centred on Rome because it added Mediterranean territories in Europe itself to the already-existing possessions in North and East Africa. By examining the European order of the new 'Roman' empire, Rodogno's book conducts a comprehensive survey of the territories occupied by Fascist Italy in Greece, Yugoslavia, France and Albania, a protectorate since 1939.
Second, the realities. That the new order was not accomplished was due to the prolongation of the war and the obstacles raised by relations with Nazi Germany. The Fascist regime had to combine -unsuccessfully, as we know -its endeavour to achieve its imperial aims with defence of its interests against its principal ally. Rodogno's examination of Fascist imperial expansion provides a fascinating account of the differentiated administration of the occupied territories, and in particular of Mussolini's pivotal 'Napoleonic' role, as well as those of military leaders and diplomats. 
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The second merit of the book lies in its contribution to the history of military occupations. This is a relatively neglected area; and especially so in Italy, given that its historical experience in such matters is not comparable to that of France or Germany. Yet this is an extremely interesting topic because a military occupation involves not only the superimposition of one administrative apparatus upon another within the same territory (provided the victor allows the defeated country's administration to continue), but also face-to-face confrontation between two societies.
In this regard, Rodogno cleverly marshals the scant documentation available to furnish original insights into the relationships between the occupiers and the occupied. One reads with profit everything that he writes about the lives of soldiers -almost none of whom had ever been away from homeas they struggled to cope with alien climates, lands and societies. The relationships he describes range among love affairs, dealings on the black market, the 'd system' (from the French système débrouille, 'being resourceful') and vicious reprisals. The harshness of the Italian army's repressive measures in the occupied territories has often been minimized. While we await entirely free access to the archives to be granted to scholars, the account in this book is sufficient to provide a more realistic idea of what those measures actually were.
Of equal interest is Rodogno's treatment of another topic (better known but usually treated in isolation): Fascist policy towards Jewish refugees in the territories controlled by the Italian army. It seems that this policy was determined less by the alleged 'humanitarianism' of the Italians -although this nevertheless existed -than by a set of important factors, principal among which was the conflictual and competitive relationship with the Nazi senior partner. Rodogno's analysis is a fine example of how broader contextualization yields further understanding of a phenomenon thought to be already thoroughly known.
Finally, considering that Rodogno's study is based on painstaking archival research and mastery of a large body of secondary sources, it is bound to 'make history', so to speak. I greet its publication with pleasure. 
